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having routed a whole brigade of Lesly's best horse,
and carried all before him, wrote to his majesty,
that he did not now want assistance, but was in
hopes in a few days to send a body of foot into
England, to his majesty's assistance. This over
confidence of his was his ruin; for, on the contrary,
had he earnestly pressed the king to have marched,
and fallen in with his horse, the king had done it,
and been absolutely master of Scotland in a fort-
night's time ; but Montrose was too confident, and
defied them all, till at last they got their forces
together, and Lesly, with his horse out of England,
and worsted him in two or three encounters, and
then never left him till they drove him out of Scot-
land.
While his majesty stayed at Worcester several
messengers came to him from Cheshire for relief^
being exceedingly straitened by the forces of the
parliament: in order to which, the king marched;
but Shrewsbury being in the enemy's hands, he was
obliged to go round by Ludlow, where he was joined
by some foot out of Wales. I took this opportunity
to ask his majesty's leave to go by Shrewsbury to
my father's, and taking only two servants, I left the
army two days before they marched.
This was the most unsoldier-like action that ever
I was guilty of, to go out of the army to pay a visit,
when a time of action was just at hand; and,
though I protest I had not the least intimation, no
not from my own thoughts, that the army would
engage, at least before they came to Chester, before
which I intended to meet them; yet it looked so
ill, so like an excuse, or a sham of cowardice, or
disaffection to the cause, and to my master's in-
terest, or something I know not what, that I could
not bear to think of it, nor never had the heart ta
see .the king's face after it.
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